RC Sproul “One, Holy, Apostolic Church”

Berkhauer 2 volumes on the church

· The Church V1: The unity and holiness of the church

· The Church V2: The catholicity and apostolicity of the church

· In his massive treatment, he subsumed everything he taught about the church under the 4 attributes that were confessed about the church in the 4th century

One, holy, catholic, apostolic

1. One: unity

a. A fool’s errand?

b. In USA there are 2,000 distinct protestant churches

c. There is unity because there is one Lord for all time

d. The greek word has the derivation suggesting people

i. Ekklesia: called out ones/assembly

e. The English word has a different derivation—church/kirk

i. Kurioke: those who belong to the kurios

f. This is the true basis of unity

g. The ecumenical movement has tried to recover the lost organizational unity

i. Led to many church mergers

1. What happens is not one church, but three

2. Ends with greater fragmentation

ii. The scandal of this is that we are in total disobedience of Christ’s prayer for the unity of His disciples

iii. Many people decry that this prayer has not been answered

iv. But in order to do answer the prayer on their own, the “one faith” is sacrificed

v. He had a group of ecumenical Frenchmen come to Ligonier

1. The Spirit has given us unprecedented unity

2. How have you been able to reconcile the differences?

3. What did you decide about justification?

a. Within ten minutes they were at each other’s throats

b. That’s why we don’t like doctrine—it divides

vi. If you want to do away with doctrine, you better burn your new testament

1. If you want a superficial unity, don’t worry about your Bible, because it is full of doctrine

vii. We must look for the unity within the one faith

viii. There exists a real and profound and important unity that all of the differences that we have in denominations cannot overcome

h. The fervent prayer of the Rigtheous One has been answered

i. One of the definitions of the church is the communion of saints

ii. “Communion” is a redundant word 

1. com: together, union: one

i. When the Bible calls us to believe in Jesus, what does it mean?

i. Not just believing in certain axioms about Jesus

ii. The language of the Bible is EIS instead of EN (i.e. already in the building)

1. Believe into Jesus, no just in Jesus

2. Once we believe into Jesus, then we are in Christ Jesus, Christ is in us

a. This means that if I am in Christ, and you are in Christ, and Christ is in us, then we have a profound mystical union

b. It is not just a mystical idea, but a spiritual reality

c. It is a union in the invisible church, but not the visible church—it is a real unity and cannot be destroyed

iii. He went to Budapest right after the fall of the USSR, and when he preached there through a translator

1. Celebrated the Lord’s supper, the whole congregation gathered around the table

2. With them at the table, didn’t understand what they were singing, but there was an electric, vital bond there

3. The communion of the saints at the table of the Lord

2. Holy

a. Viewed in some ways, it really looks like one of the most corrupt institutions of the world—in some ways one of the most corrupt

i. To whom much is given, much shall be required

b. Primary term holy suggests otherness, difference, set apart-ness

i. Where the blood of the angel is, the lamb will pass over

ii. The ground where you stand is holy

1. God does not dwell in buildings made with human hands

2. But the church building is holy ground

a. Where the ministry takes place

b. The church is that institution that God has called out of the world not to mimic and mirror and reflect it, but to mirror and mimic and reflect its holiness

c. “Where in your explanation of God’s presence making the Church set apart did your discussion of the physical church building end and the church as people begin?”

c. Purity

i. Strange, because the one requirement is that you be a sinner

ii. “To the ones who have been set apart at Corinth..”

1. you have to stop this sin, and that sin, etc.

2. The church is not a body of pure, righteous people

3. Holy because it has been set apart, but also because it is the dwelling place of the Holy Ghost

a. Why do we call Him the Holy Spirit

b. His function is to purify, applying the Word

c. The church is that people whom the Holy Spirit is purifying

3. Catholicity of the Church

a. The universality of the church

b. The church that does not end with the border of America

c. It cannot be contained by national boundaries

d. It reaches to the corners of the world

e. Rome used to define it as—wherever the bishop is, is the church

i. The reformers: where the Spirit is, there is the Church

4. Apostolicity

a. According to Rome, this means that the apostolic character/nature of the church is found in the vicar of Christ, the successor of Peter in the Roman see

b. Charismatics claim this of their leaders (revelation, healing)

c. When the apostles died, the apostolic office ceased

i. Certain criteria had to be met

1. Being an eyewitness

2. Being taught by him

3. Being directly called by Jesus

4. Those given the stamp of approval by Jesus

a. Authority of Christ carried with them

i. Paul was given that direct immediate call

ii. He had to go back to Jerusalem to have his apostolicity confirmed by the apostles (though in Galatians he makes sure we know that He was called by God and not men)

d. Primary use of Jesus in the building metaphor is Jesus as the chief cornerstone and the prophets as the foundation

i. They devoted themselves to the teaching of the apostles

ii. Iraenaeus

1. He understood that the first and great apostle was Jesus

a. The Father sends the Son 

2. If you deny the apostolic authority of someone, you deny the one who sent them 

a.  If you deny the authority of Christ, you deny the authority of the One who sent him

b. Those of you who do not believe the Bible, the words of the apostles, are denying God

c. Evangelical feminism 

i. “I listen to what Jesus teaches, but it’s Paul that I can’t stand, that 1st century chauvinist”

ii. You can’t set Paul against Jesus because He is Jesus’ spokesman

d. When we say that the church is apostolic, we say that the church is Biblical, because God speaks to us through the apostles

e. The church does not create the Bible, the Bible creates the church

